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Finance & Investment Track Sessions

Monday, July 22 

1:15 pm–2:00 pm 

Investment Optimization and Peer Analysis in the P&C Sector 
This session will provide an update and examination of investment trends occurring 
among P&C companies while offering general account strategies and positioning 
considerations.

Speaker
• Bernie Ryan, Managing Director, Insurance Coverage, DWS

3:30 pm–4:15 pm 

The Case for Private Over Public Credit 
Substituting public bond exposure with unique private issuers can enhance yield and 
total return potential, provide issuer diversification, and help minimize downside risk with 
embedded structural protections. In this session, Chris Lyons, head of private credit, will 
explore how the market has evolved, how the structuring of credit markets is changing 
and evolving, and where the pockets of opportunity are today.

Speaker
• Chris Lyons, CFA, Managing Director and Group Head, Private Credit, Voya Investment 

Management

Tuesday, July 23 

9:45 am–10:30 am 

Industry Trends and Observations 
Overall headcount and expenses are relatively flat over the past few years, but there are 
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significant shifts in terms of where companies are spending their budget and allocating 
their resources. This presentation will focus on the industry headcount and expense 
movement in key areas of the organization, such as IT, claims, underwriting, and shared 
services. The presentation will also discuss industry observations on key strategies such 
as innovation, digital, core systems, and operations (underwriting, claims, distribution) 
through benchmarking data and industry surveys.

Speaker 

• Charlie Gall, Associate Partner, Aon–Ward Group

10:45 am–11:30 am 

Reinsurance Market Update—After the Catastrophes 
This session will provide an overview of the reinsurance market, including a discussion on 
Lloyd’s of London. Worldwide catastrophe losses of 2017 and 2018 were significant. How 
is the reinsurance market holding up?

Speaker 

• Aaron Bueler, Executive Vice President, JLT Re

Wednesday, July 24 

1:00 pm–1:45 pm 

AM Best Rating Process 
The assignment of an AM Best Issuer Credit Rating (ICR) consists of a comprehensive 
quantitative and qualitative analysis of the following key rating factors (also referred to 
as building blocks): balance sheet strength, operating performance, business profile, 
enterprise risk management, and (if applicable) rating lift/drag. In this session, AM Best 
senior financial analyst Kimberly Muccia will provide an overview of the AM Best building 
block process used to arrive at an AM Best ICR.

Speaker 

• Kimberly Muccia, Senior Financial Analyst, A.M. Best Company
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